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PRELUDE                He Shall Feed His Flock                                     R. Wilson                              
         Nativity Song                                     Johann Kuhnau (1677-1722)

Please use the prelude as a time of silent preparation for the worship of the Triune God.

GREETING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP                                      JOHN 1:14             

The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth.
We have beheld his glory! Alleluia!

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty God, you wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, 
the dignity of human nature. In your mercy, let us share the divine life of 
Jesus Christ who came to share our humanity, and who now lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE            Joy to the World! The Lord Is Come                    195 (vv. 1, 4)

CONFESSION OF SINS

God of the future, you are coming in power to bring all nations under your 
rule. We confess that we have not sought or expected your kingdom, for 
we live casual lives, ignoring your promised judgment. We accept lies as 
truth, we excuse our sins, and fail to love our neighbors as ourselves. In 
your mercy, forgive us. Grant us wisdom to welcome your way, and to seek 
the things that will endure, when Christ comes to judge the world.  Amen.

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE: spoken, sungSTANDING IF COMFORTABLE



THE KYRIE ELEISON

Lord, have mercy upon us.   
Christ, have mercy upon us.   
Lord, have mercy upon us.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

GLORIA PATRI                  735

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen, amen.  

INTERLUDE            A Tender Rose Has Blossomed          16th Century Melody 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION    

God of love and power, you are revealed to us in your Word, in accounts of 
prophecy and fulfillment that direct us to Jesus Christ. Illumine us now as we 
hear your Word proclaimed, that we may open our hearts to him, yearn for his 
coming in glory, and serve him with joy.  Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING         ISAIAH 63:7-9

NEW TESTAMENT READING    2 CORINTHIANS 4:1-6

GOSPEL READING    JOHN 1:1-14

RESPONSE

The Word of the Lord
Praise be to God.

SERMON            Christmas in the Old Testament
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED     845

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended into hell. The 
third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven, and is 
seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From there he will 
come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body and the life 
everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE PEOPLE

OFFERING                     (not collected, brought up by deacons) 

    

DOXOLOGY        731

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him all creatures here below; 
praise him above ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

SURSUM CORDA

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
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CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE: spoken, sungSTANDING IF COMFORTABLE
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom 
come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the 
kingdom and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

HYMN OF DEPARTURE     O Come, My Soul, Bless Thou the Lord       6  (vv. 1, 5)

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE  

 
          

 

 
PREACHER: Rev. Kevin Chiarot
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We are situated between C___________ and c_________________. 
The only season in which the church can ever exist: __________.

1. The Source (v.7)                                                                                   
Kindnesses is from the word h_______.                                                                  
This type of speech is an act of  r________________.                                    
The great ______ of the OT is the E________.                                                    
We must learn to pray like h___________ of r_____________.  
The richest description of God in OT is in Exodus _____.                  
The source of all these deeds: the b_______ of God.

2. The Savior (vv. 8-9)                                                                                                
At the Exodus, God becomes Israel’s S________.                                                      
This is a f__________________ of Christmas. 
God, even in the OT, p______________ into Israel’s s___________.  
The Angel is ______, yet distinct from ______.
The Angel is the pre-incarnate ____ of ____. 
The Angel reflects the _______ of the Father.                                                 
We have a picture of the m____________ tenderness of God.
 _______ him and _______ him and _____ him are _______ things.
Exodus 34 points forward to John’s pr_____________.
Christ saves us from w__________ and un_____________ our distress.
“Angel of God’s face” points to 2 C_______________ chapter ______.

REV. KEVIN CHIAROT DECEMBER 27, 2020

Christmas in the Old Testament                                                    
ISAIAH 63:7-9



STEPHEN SPANJER

WITH WON BY ONE IN GERMANY

The Neuenburg International Church is discussing joining the ERKWB (Evangelical Reformed 
Church Westminster Confession). They hope to complete the joining and receiving process in the 
next Synod in May. More info can be found in your church email. The ERKWB is similar to the PCA, 
sharing the same confession. It is primarily a German speaking Swiss and Austrian denomination. 
Gospel Church Munchen from the previous denominational project is also seriously considering 
joining. Then the goal would be to gather in other independent Reformed and Presbyterian churches 
scattered around Germany.

Even in the pandemic the church is continuing to grow. Another family has joined and recently 
Steve and Laura were able to baptize their son. Unfortunately none of the family could be there but 
the Widmann’s were able to stand in as substitute parents.

Thank you all for your prayers. We feel upheld by your support and prayers!

Announcements

Missions Work Highlight

Today there will be a very brief congregational meeting for the election of Jim Rutigliano as 
deacon. The meeting will be between services at 10:30 AM in the sanctuary

There is no Evening Service tonight.



ISAIAH 63:7-9 

7 I will tell of the kindnesses of the Lord, the deeds for which he is to be praised, according to all 
the Lord has done for us— yes, the many good things he has done for Israel, according to his 
compassion and many kindnesses.

8 He said, “Surely they are my people, children who will be true to me”; and so he became their Savior.

9 In all their distress he too was distressed, and the angel of his presence saved them. In his love 
and mercy he redeemed them; he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old.

2 CORINTHIANS 4:1-6 

1 Therefore, since through God’s mercy we have this ministry, we do not lose heart. 

2 Rather, we have renounced secret and shameful ways; we do not use deception, nor do we distort 
the word of God. On the contrary, by setting forth the truth plainly we commend ourselves to 
everyone’s conscience in the sight of God. 

3 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 

4 The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the 
gospel that displays the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 

5 For what we preach is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your servants for 
Jesus’ sake. 

6 For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” made his light shine in our hearts to give us 
the light of the knowledge of God’s glory displayed in the face of Christ.

Scripture Texts



JOHN 1:1-14 

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

2 He was with God in the beginning. 

3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. 

4 In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. 

5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

6 There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 

7 He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all might believe. 

8 He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light.

9 The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. 

10 He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not 
recognize him. 

11 He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. 

12 Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to 
become children of God— 

13 children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born  
of God.

14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory 
of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.

Scripture Texts, continued







WELCOME TO WESTMINSTER

Westminster Church is both a place and a people. We gather in this sacred space to worship, to learn, and to 
serve God as he meets us in Christ. To this end we dedicate our time, our talent, and our resources. Here the 
Gospel of Christ is freely proclaimed: We are weaker and more sinful than we ever dared admit, but through Christ 
we are more loved and accepted than we ever dared hope. As a community of Christians, we are building a bridge 
to the future through faith and friendship. To this end, we pray God will give us strength, vision, and wisdom. 
We are thankful that you could join with us today. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. Welcome to Westminster!
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Rock Tavern, NY 12575
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wpca@libertybiz.rr.com
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