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PRELUDE        Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus             arr. Clay Christiansen 

         There’s A Song in the Air                           arr. James Laster

Please use the prelude as a time of silent preparation for the worship of the Triune God.

GREETING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE

CALL TO WORSHIP                          ROMANS 13:11

Salvation is nearer to us now than when we first believed;
the night is far gone, the day is near.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

God of our salvation, you straighten the winding ways of our hearts and 
smooth the paths made rough by sin. Keep our conduct blameless, keep 
our hearts watchful in holiness, and bring to perfection the good you have 
begun in us. We ask this through him whose coming is certain, whose day 
draws near; your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.  Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE    Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus           196 (vv. 1, 4) 

CONFESSION OF SINS

God of the future, you are coming in power to bring all nations under 
your rule. We confess that we have not expected your kingdom, for we live 
casual lives, ignoring your promised judgment. We accept lies as truth, 
exploit neighbors, abuse the earth, and refuse your justice and peace. In 
your mercy, forgive us. Grant us wisdom to welcome your way, and to seek 
things that will endure when Christ comes to judge the world. Amen.

THE KYRIE ELEISON

Lord, have mercy upon us 
Christ, have mercy upon us 
Lord, have mercy upon us

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE: spoken, sungSTANDING IF COMFORTABLE



ASSURANCE OF PARDON
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GLORIA PATRI 735

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen, amen.  

INTERLUDE      Lift Thine Eyes to the Mountains               Mendelssohn/ Joyce Eilers Keveren 

RESPONSIVE READING OF THE LAW

You shall have no other gods before me. 
It is written, You shall worship the Lord 
your God, and him only shall you serve.

You shall not make for yourself  
a graven image.
God is a spirit, and those who worship him 
must worship in spirit and in truth.

You shall not take the name of the Lord 
your God in vain. 
Do not swear at all, either by heaven, for it 
is the throne of God, or by the earth, for it 
is his footstool… Let what you say be simply 
Yes or No; anything more than this comes 
from evil.

Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.
The Sabbath was made for man, not man for 
the Sabbath; so the Son of man is Lord even 
of the Sabbath.

Honor your father and your mother.
For God commanded, he who speaks evil of 
father or mother, let him surely die.

You shall not kill.
Love your enemies and pray for those who 
persecute you, so that you may be sons of 
your Father who is in heaven.

You shall not commit adultery.
Everyone who looks at a woman lustfully  
has already committed adultery with her in  
his heart.

You shall not steal.
For out of the heart come evil thoughts, 
murder, adultery…theft…These are what 
defile a man.

You shall not bear false witness.
For out of the abundance of the heart the 
mouth speaks.  For by your words you 
will be justified, and by your words you 
will be condemned.

You shall not covet. 
Take heed, and beware of all covetousness; 
for a man’s life does not consist in the 
abundance of his possessions.



PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION    

God of love and power, you are revealed to us in your Word, in accounts 
of prophecy and fulfillment that direct us to Jesus Christ. Illumine us 
now as we hear your Word proclaimed, that we may open our hearts to 
him, yearn for his coming in glory, and serve him with joy. Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING       ISAIAH 40:1-11

NEW TESTAMENT READING     ROMANS 12:9-21

GOSPEL READING   MATTHEW 25:14-30

RESPONSE

The Word of the Lord
Praise be to God.

SERMON                  Advent Investing

THE NICENE CREED     

We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and 
of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of his 
Father before all worlds: God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things 
were made: Who for us and for our salvation came down from heaven, and was 
incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary, and was made man, and was 
crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried; and the 
third day he rose again according to the Scriptures, and ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. And he shall come again, with 
glory, to judge both the living and the dead; whose kingdom shall have no end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, The Lord, and Giver of Life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is 
worshipped and glorified; who spoke by the prophets.

And we believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge 
one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. And we look for the resurrection of the 
dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE: spoken, sungSTANDING IF COMFORTABLE
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PRAYER OF THE PEOPLE

OFFERING                    (not collected, brought up by deacons) 

    
DOXOLOGY        731
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him all creatures here 
below; praise him above ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost. Amen.

SURSUM CORDA
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom 
come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the 
kingdom and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

THE COMMUNION

HYMN OF DEPARTURE                        Go, Labor On                   584 (vv. 1, 5, 6)

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE         Come, Thou Almighty King              arr. Clay Christiansen 

 

PREACHER: Rev. Kevin Chiarot
WORSHIP LEADER: Steve Flewelling (9:00AM) 
          Robert David (11:00AM)
ORGANIST: Elaine H. Simpson
FLUTIST: Diane S. Pedrosa
VIOLINIST: Christiane Chang-Fong
VOCAL TRIO: Elaine H. Simpson, Lori Steinberger, Linda Lou Sully



1. The Investments (vv. 14-18)                                                                    
These are e_____________ sums of money.                                                         
The talents stand for more than just e_____________ assets.               
They refer to the gift of the ___________.                                                      
The issue: not how ______ you have, but how __________ you are. 
The fundamental gift we have is _______.

2. The Reckoning (vv. 19-27)                                                                            
The time of the church is the time of k___________ b__________. 
The m__________ will __________ as the judge of all.                                            
No other com_______________ or con______________ will matter. 
Advent si____________ and f_________ the mind.                                    
Compared to the glory to come, we have revived but ________. 
Advent should create y_________.                                                                   
There is no r______________ from a life of d______________.                           
The master invites us into the ______ of God’s own life. 
Faithfulness is re__________, but the reward is still g_________. 
The third servant s__________ God.  He likens God to P__________. 
A distorted view of God leads to _______.

3. The Application (vv. 28-30)                                                                      
There is a judgment according to _______.                                                
We should ask: what does our k_________ p___________ look like? 
Do b__________. Start padding your o___________.                                                  
We labor for the day when Advent _______ turns to s______.

REV. KEVIN CHIAROT DECEMBER 06, 2020

 Advent Investing
MATTHEW 25:14-30

5



STEPHEN SPANJER

WITH WON BY ONE IN GERMANY

The Neuenburg International Church is discussing joining the ERKWB (Evangelical Reformed 
Church Westminster Confession). They hope to complete the joining and receiving process in the 
next Synod in May. More info can be found in your church email. The ERKWB is similar to the PCA, 
sharing the same confession. It is primarily a German speaking Swiss and Austrian denomination. 
Gospel Church Munchen from the previous denominational project is also seriously considering 
joining. Then the goal would be to gather in other independent Reformed and Presbyterian churches 
scattered around Germany.

Even in the pandemic the church is continuing to grow. Another family has joined and recently 
Steve and Laura were able to baptize their son. Unfortunately none of the family could be there but 
the Widmann’s were able to stand in as substitute parents.

Thank you all for your prayers. We feel upheld by your support and prayers!

Announcements

Missions Work Highlight

On 12/27 there will be a very brief congregational meeting for the election of Jim Rutigliano 
as deacon. The meeting will be between services at 10:30 AM in the sanctuary



ISAIAH 40:1-11
1 Comfort, comfort my people, says your God.
2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and proclaim to her that her hard service has been completed, that her sin has been 

paid for, that she has received from the Lord’s hand double for all her sins.
3 A voice of one calling: “In the wilderness prepare the way for the Lord; make straight in the desert a 

highway for our God.
4 Every valley shall be raised up, every mountain and hill made low; the rough ground shall become level, the 

rugged places a plain.
5 And the glory of the Lord will be revealed, and all people will see it together. For the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”
6 A voice says, “Cry out.” And I said, “What shall I cry?” “All people are like grass, and all their faithfulness is 

like the flowers of the field.
7 The grass withers and the flowers fall, because the breath of the Lord blows on them. Surely the people are grass.
8 The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of our God endures forever.”
9 You who bring good news to Zion, go up on a high mountain. You who bring good news to Jerusalem, lift up 

your voice with a shout, lift it up, do not be afraid; say to the towns of Judah, “Here is your God!”
10 See, the Sovereign Lord comes with power, and he rules with a mighty arm. See, his reward is with him, 

and his recompense accompanies him.
11 He tends his flock like a shepherd: He gathers the lambs in his arms and carries them close to his heart; he 

gently leads those that have young.

ROMANS 12:9-21
9 Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. 
10 Be devoted to one another in love. Honor one another above yourselves. 
11 Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. 
12 Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. 
13 Share with the Lord’s people who are in need. Practice hospitality.
14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 
15 Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn. 
16 Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but be willing to associate with people of low position. 

Do not be conceited.
17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everyone. 
18 If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. 
19 Do not take revenge, my dear friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is written: “It is mine to avenge; 

I will repay,” says the Lord. 
20 On the contrary: “If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink. In doing 

this, you will heap burning coals on his head.”
21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

Scripture Texts



MATTHEW 25:14-30

14 “Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted his wealth to 
them. 

15 To one he gave five bags of gold, to another two bags, and to another one bag, each according to his 
ability. Then he went on his journey. 

16 The man who had received five bags of gold went at once and put his money to work and gained five 
bags more. 

17 So also, the one with two bags of gold gained two more. 

18 But the man who had received one bag went off, dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money.

19 “After a long time the master of those servants returned and settled accounts with them. 

20 The man who had received five bags of gold brought the other five. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘you entrusted me 
with five bags of gold. See, I have gained five more.’

21 “His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I 
will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!’

22 “The man with two bags of gold also came. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘you entrusted me with two bags of gold; 
see, I have gained two more.’

23 “His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; 
I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!’

24 “Then the man who had received one bag of gold came. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘I knew that you are a hard 
man, harvesting where you have not sown and gathering where you have not scattered seed. 

25 So I was afraid and went out and hid your gold in the ground. See, here is what belongs to you.’

26 “His master replied, ‘You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that I harvest where I have not sown and 
gather where I have not scattered seed? 

27 Well then, you should have put my money on deposit with the bankers, so that when I returned I 
would have received it back with interest.

28 “‘So take the bag of gold from him and give it to the one who has ten bags. 

29 For whoever has will be given more, and they will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even 
what they have will be taken from them. 

30 And throw that worthless servant outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth.’

Scripture Texts, continued







WELCOME TO WESTMINSTER

Westminster Church is both a place and a people. We gather in this sacred space to worship, to learn, and to 
serve God as he meets us in Christ. To this end we dedicate our time, our talent, and our resources. Here the 
Gospel of Christ is freely proclaimed: We are weaker and more sinful than we ever dared admit, but through Christ 
we are more loved and accepted than we ever dared hope. As a community of Christians, we are building a bridge 
to the future through faith and friendship. To this end, we pray God will give us strength, vision, and wisdom. 
We are thankful that you could join with us today. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. Welcome to Westminster!

Westminster Stated Services
Worship   9:00 AM,  11:00AM
Sunday School (Sept–June)  11:45 AM
Sunday Evening Service    6:00 PM

Westminster Kingston
Sunday School   10:00 AM
Worship    11:00 AM

Church & Office Location
614 Station Road
Rock Tavern, NY 12575

T 845.496.7971   |   F 845.496.7916
www.westminsterchurch-ny.org
wpca@libertybiz.rr.com
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