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PRELUDE                Prelude in C Major                                              J. S. Bach

                                   What Is This Lovely Fragrance?                    arr. Lani Smith

Please use the prelude as a time of silent preparation for the worship of the Triune God.

GREETING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP                                 PSALM 29:2-4             

Ascribe to the Lord the glory due His name,
worship the Lord in holy splendor.
The voice of the Lord is over the waters;
the God of glory thunders over mighty waters.
The voice of the Lord is powerful,
the voice of the Lord is full of majesty.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Holy God, you sent your Son to be baptized among sinners, to seek and 
save the lost. May we, who have been baptized in his name, never turn away 
from the world, but reach out in love to rescue the wayward; by the mercy 
of Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE                 Holy, Holy, Holy!                                    100  (vv. 1,2)

CONFESSION OF SINS

Merciful God, in baptism you promise forgiveness and new life, making 
us part of the body of Christ. We confess that we remain preoccupied with 
ourselves, separated from our sisters and brothers in Christ. We cling to 
destructive ways, hold grudges, and fail to welcome and love one another;
we allow the past to hold us hostage. In your lovingkindness, have mercy 
on us, and free us from sin. Remind us of the promises you make in 
baptism, so that we may rise to new life, and live together in grace. For the 
sake of your beloved Son, Jesus Christ.  Amen.

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE: spoken, sungSTANDING IF COMFORTABLE



THE KYRIE ELEISON

Lord, have mercy upon us.   
Christ, have mercy upon us.   
Lord, have mercy upon us.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

GLORIA PATRI                  735

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen, amen.  

INTERLUDE            A Tender Rose Has Blossomed          16th Century Melody 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION    

Guide us, O God, by your Word and Spirit, that in your light we may see light, 
in your truth find freedom, and in your will discover your peace; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING         GENESIS 1:1-5

NEW TESTAMENT READING    ACTS 10:34-43

GOSPEL READING     MATTHEW 3:1-17

RESPONSE

The Word of the Lord
Praise be to God.

SERMON            Eschatological Gospel
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED     845

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended into hell. The 
third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven, and is 
seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From there he will 
come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body and the life 
everlasting. Amen.

ORDINATION & INSTALLATION OF JIM RUTIGLIANO AS DEACON     (9: 00 Service)

PRAYER OF THE PEOPLE

OFFERING                     (not collected, brought up by deacons) 

    

DOXOLOGY        731

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him all creatures here below; 
praise him above ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

SURSUM CORDA

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
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CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE: spoken, sungSTANDING IF COMFORTABLE



4

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom 
come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the 
kingdom and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

HYMN OF DEPARTURE            The King of Glory Comes              240 (vv. 1, 3, 4)

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE                  Marche Religioso                                     Gounod
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The baptism of Jesus is recorded in all _____ g_______. 
It is Jesus’ o___________ to public ministry.

1. The Sermon (vv. 1-12)   
John’s opening salvo is a word about the _____.  
Heaven speaks of both a r______ and a q_________ of life. 
This kingdom cannot be i_____________ with earthly kingdoms. 
In short, the es________ has arrived. 
John comes “before the ______ & dr__________ day of the Lord.”
A word from the f________: flee the coming _______. 
In Jesus, the end _______ into the present. 
It’s either P_____________ fire or the fire of j____________. 
Jesus brings the f_______ j__________ of the last ______ forward.
There is no ______ of the ________ which is not eschatological.

2. The Baptism (vv. 13-17)  
The j______ appears as _______ of us. 
Jesus submits to John to f________ all r_____________. 
He is baptized into our s______________ and n__d. 
His whole life, his a_______ ob__________, is vi___________.  
The baptism in _______ is locked into the baptism in _______.
The Judge takes the c________ _______ upon his own head. 
Jesus is the _____ Adam, the es________os Adam.
Goal of eschatological gospel: communion w/ the T_______ God.

REV. KEVIN CHIAROT JANUARY 10, 2021

Eschatological Gospel                                                    
MATTHEW 3:1-17



TONI URUMOV

PASTOR/TEACHER IN SERBIA

The spiritual situation in Serbia is desperate. There are 0.01% Christians in the country. Serbia 
also has the least number of missionaries in all of Europe. It is challenging, but a huge privilege 
to be a useful tool in God’s hands in Serbia. I have been serving as Pastor since September 2017. 
By God’s grace the congregants are growing spiritually as well as in numbers. The Word is being 
preached regularly, and God is faithfully building His church. We are evangelizing in town through 
preaching and distribution of Gospel tracts.

Thank you all for your prayers. 

Announcements

Missions Work Highlight

Today it is our joy to ordain and install Jim Rutigliano as a deacon in Westminster Church.

Help Needed: Kids, please remember to clean up after yourselves at church. Parents, please 
remember to clean up after your kids, especially food, clothes and games in the youth room.

The Fellowship Committee is requesting donations of boxed or wrapped cookies, crackers, 
cheeses, biscotti, muffins, granola bars, etc. for the Fellowship Coffee Times following each 
service. Nothing homemade at this time. Donations can be left in the kitchen.



GENESIS 1:1-5 

1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 

2 Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit 
of God was hovering over the waters.

3 And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 

4 God saw that the light was good, and he separated the light from the darkness. 

5 God called the light “day,” and the darkness he called “night.” And there was evening, and there 
was morning—the first day.

ACTS 10:34-43 

34 Then Peter began to speak: “I now realize how true it is that God does not show favoritism 35 but 
accepts from every nation the one who fears him and does what is right. 36 You know the message 
God sent to the people of Israel, announcing the good news of peace through Jesus Christ, who 
is Lord of all. 37 You know what has happened throughout the province of Judea, beginning in 
Galilee after the baptism that John preached— 38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the 
Holy Spirit and power, and how he went around doing good and healing all who were under the 
power of the devil, because God was with him.

39 “We are witnesses of everything he did in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They killed 
him by hanging him on a cross, 40 but God raised him from the dead on the third day and caused 
him to be seen. 41 He was not seen by all the people, but by witnesses whom God had already 
chosen—by us who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42 He commanded us to 
preach to the people and to testify that he is the one whom God appointed as judge of the living 
and the dead. 43 All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives 
forgiveness of sins through his name.”

Scripture Texts



MATTHEW 3:1-17 

1 In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the wilderness of Judea 

2 and saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 

3 This is he who was spoken of through the prophet Isaiah: “A voice of one calling in the 
wilderness, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.’”

4 John’s clothes were made of camel’s hair, and he had a leather belt around his waist. His food 
was locusts and wild honey. 

5 People went out to him from Jerusalem and all Judea and the whole region of the Jordan. 

6 Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River.

7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to where he was baptizing, he 
said to them: “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 

8 Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. 

9 And do not think you can say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ I tell you that 
out of these stones God can raise up children for Abraham. 

10 The ax is already at the root of the trees, and every tree that does not produce good fruit will 
be cut down and thrown into the fire.

11 “I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me comes one who is more powerful than 
I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 

12 His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor, gathering his wheat 
into the barn and burning up the chaff with unquenchable fire.

13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John. 

14 But John tried to deter him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?”

15 Jesus replied, “Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all righteousness.” Then 
John consented.

16 As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was 
opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. 

17 And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.”

Scripture Texts, continued







WELCOME TO WESTMINSTER

Westminster Church is both a place and a people. We gather in this sacred space to worship, to learn, and to 
serve God as he meets us in Christ. To this end we dedicate our time, our talent, and our resources. Here the 
Gospel of Christ is freely proclaimed: We are weaker and more sinful than we ever dared admit, but through Christ 
we are more loved and accepted than we ever dared hope. As a community of Christians, we are building a bridge 
to the future through faith and friendship. To this end, we pray God will give us strength, vision, and wisdom. 
We are thankful that you could join with us today. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. Welcome to Westminster! 

Westminster Stated Services
Worship   9:00 AM,  11:00AM
Sunday School (Sept–June)  11:45 AM
Sunday Evening Service    6:00 PM

Westminster Kingston
Sunday School   10:00 AM
Worship    11:00 AM

Church & Office Location
614 Station Road
Rock Tavern, NY 12575

T 845.496.7971   |   F 845.496.7916
www.westminsterchurch-ny.org
wpca@libertybiz.rr.com
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